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COURSE INFORMATION

Course Title: Civics / US Government           

	Term (duration):   1 semester 
	Credit Value:  0.5 Social Studies credit     

	Course Description

	This course fulfills a graduation requirement.  Students will learn about the ways that people organize themselves into countries. They will also study the growth and development of the United States of America with a special focus on its government.  The first part will focus on the foundation of the United States democracy, paying close attention to important documents such as the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.  The second part will study how the United States government works by investigating the three branches of government and the system of checks and balances.  By the end of the course students should understand why the United States government was created, how it functions, and their role within.



Standards:    
1.   Students understand the concept of government.
2.   Students understand the fundamental principles and the democratic values basic to the United States constitutional republic.
3.   Students understand the structure and function of local, state, and national governments in the United States.
4.   Students understand the relationships of the United States to other nations and to world affairs.
5.   Students understand the roles of citizens.
Course Goals:   
1.	Students will evaluate why people have governments and what forms of government have been used in the past.  
2.	Students will understand how our United States government came to be and why it took the shape that it did.  
3.	Students will know how national and state government function and are interconnected.  
4.	Students will become more informed and more involved citizens of their communities and country and have a desire to get involved.

	Units Timeline

	   Aug 20-30
   Sep 4-20
   Sep 24-Oct 10
   Oct 14-25
   Oct 29-Nov 20
   Nov 26-29
   Dec 3-6
   Dec 10-20 
	Principles of Government
A New Nation; Foundations of American Government
The Constitution
The Bill of Rights
Legislative Branch
Executive Branch
Judicial Branch
Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens 



	Resources/Materials

	Text(s), Etc. (Teacher Supplied)
	Materials (Student Supplied)

	Smith, J. Civics, 2007
	Class Portfolio
Spiral Binder   



	Course Assessments

	Assignments
	Grading Scale

	Tests    
	30%    
	A
	90-100 points

	Quizzes   
	15%    
	B
	80-89 points

	Projects    
	20%    
	C
	70-79 points

	Portfolio
	30%   
	D
	60-69 points

	Class Participation   
	5%    
	F
	Below 60 points
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