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	THE NEW AMERICA SCHOOL
SUBJECT UNIT PLAN



    UNIT PLAN

	Classroom Information

	Course: Civics

	Subject Area: Social Studies

	Unit Overview 

	Title 
	The Bill of Rights 

	Unit Summary
This unit is about the first ten Amendments to the US Constitution.  At the conclusion to this lesson students will be able to explain what an Amendment is, why we have a Bill of Rights, and what rights we are guaranteed by the Constitution.  They will be able to describe how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Bill of Rights in the two hundred fifty years since it was ratified.  They will also be able to make a legal argument by using what they know of the law to interpret the facts of a case.  

	Standards
Standard 1: Students understand the concept of government.
Standard 2: Students understand the fundamental principles and the democratic values basic to the United States constitutional republic.
Standard 3: Students understand the structure and function of local, state, and national governments in the United States.

	Benchmarks/Enduring Understandings
1.1. Know what government is.
1.2. Explain the purposes government serves.
2.2. Recognize the distinctive characteristics of American political culture.
3.5. Distinguish among the different types of law and public policy and identify how they impact individuals.

	Essential Knowledge and Skills
Students will be able to:
1.1.C.  analyze, with reference to historical and contemporary examples, the implications of government actions for individuals and for society.
1.2.A.  evaluate the role(s) played by government in historical and contemporary events.
1.6.A.  describe and evaluate how constitutions and the rule of law may limit government, protect individual rights, and promote the common good.
2.2.C.  evaluate how social struggle has produced amendments, laws, and landmark decisions that have helped fulfill the promise of our Constitution.
3.5.A.  identify the provisions of the Bill of Rights that protect accused persons.
3.5.B.  explain how individual rights to life, liberty, and property are protected by constitutional, criminal, and civil law.
3.5.D.  evaluate, take, and defend positions on current issues regarding judicial protection of individual rights.

	Unit Scope and Sequence
What is an Amendment? / Intro to the Bill of Rights
Freedom of expression
Freedom of religion
Rights to privacy
Rights of the accused
Right to a jury trial
The rest of the Bill of Rights

	Student Assessment Plan 

	Assessment Summary
Bill of Rights Portfolio – a completed portfolio will demonstrate a student understands the meaning of each of the ten amendments in the Bill of Rights.  Students will also include evidence of their ability to take facts of historical cases that went before the Supreme Court and evaluate the facts of the cases to determine the constitutionality of actions taken by figures of authority.  The goal of the portfolio is to prepare students for the unit exam which will test them in these two main areas.  

Tinker v Des Moines Mock Trial – students will participate in a mock trial.  They will be assessed on how well they use the facts of the case and what we learned about freedom of expression to make their argument.  They will also be given a participation score.  

Practice Question – students will be given a practice question near the end of the second week of the unit and the rubric that will be used to assess both the practice question and the test questions.  This will give them a chance to gauge their own level of preparedness and see how answers should be composed for the exam.  Students will be asked to self assess and peer assess as part of this activity. 

Unit Exam – because this test falls at the end of 1st Quarter, the test is combined with the final for the quarter.  It contains two parts; the first is a closed notes section that focuses on vocabulary from this unit and on key ideas from the whole quarter.  The second part is open notes.  It tests students’ ability to interpret the amendments and apply what they have learned to make arguments about constitutionality.  

Various readings and worksheets to be included in the portfolio.

	Unit Details 

	Approximate Time Needed
12 Hours

	Prerequisite Skills
Basic understanding of the American Revolution and the Constitution are helpful.  

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction 

	ELL Student:
	All lessons will be presented verbally with visual support from the Power Points.

Vocabulary building is a major part of the unit and incorporated into each day’s lessons.  

Expectations of students responses progresses throughout the unit.  Students are encouraged to work together and compare answers initially, given thorough modeling of how to present an argument, and finally moved to completely independent work for the unit exam.  

	Resource Student:
	Accommodations made as needed at the direction of Special Ed personnel.  

	Gifted Student:
	Accommodations made as needed.

	Materials and Resources Required for Unit 

	Printed Materials:
	American Government, Pearson Learning Group.  2001

	Supplies:
	

	Technology Hardware:
	Click boxes of all software needed.

	|_| Desktop Computer(s)
	|_| Laptop Computers
	|X| Projection System 

	|X| Smartboard
	|_| Clicker System
	|_| Overhead Projector

	|_| Document Viewer
	|_| DVD
	|_| Video Conferencing

	|_| Video Camera
	|_| Digital Camera
	|_| Television

	|_| Sound System
	|_| Other          
	[bookmark: Text31]|_| Other	     

	Technology Software:
	Click boxes of all software needed.

	|_| Microsoft Internet Explorer
	|_| Microsoft Word
	|_| Microsoft Excel

	|_| Microsoft PowerPoint
	|_| Microsoft Publisher
	|_| Adobe Photoshop

	|_| Exam View
	|_| Rosetta Stone 
	|_| Textbook Support          

	|_| Reference Materials          
	|_| Other          
	|_| Other          

	Internet Resources:
	

	Other Resources:
	Denver County Public Defenders have several staff members that speak to high school kids about their rights.  I have tried to get them to come to my class for the last several years but schedules have never worked out because my class is late in the afternoon.  Perhaps you will have better luck.  Try giving them a call. Contact Matt Hardy at 720-913-8020.  * This phone number may have changed.    
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