	
CIVICS

Summary:        This course fulfills a graduation requirement for Social Studies.  In this class, students will learn about the ways that people organize themselves into countries and about growth and development of the United States of America, with a special focus on its government.  In the first quarter we will focus on the foundation of our democracy, paying close attention to important documents such as the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.  The second quarter will be spent studying how our government works focusing on the three branches of government and the system of checks and balances.  By the end of the semester students should understand why our government was created, how it functions, and what their role in it should be.   
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	Standard 1
	Students understand the concept of government.

		
Benchmarks
	
1.1 Students will know what government is.

1.2 Students will explain the purposes government serves.

1.3 Students will know what civic life is.

1.4 Students will explain what politics is.

1.5 Students will know what a constitution is.

1.6 Students will know the essential characteristics of limited and unlimited government.



	Standard 2
	Students understand the fundamental principles and the democratic values basic to the United States constitutional republic.


	Benchmarks
	2.1 Students will know the central ideas of American constitutional government, including popular sovereignty, written constitution, higher law, and majority rule.

2.2 Students will recognize the distinctive characteristics of American political culture.

2.3 Students will understand the shared values and principles basic to American constitutional representative democracy, including classical liberalism, classical republicanism, civic virtue and the common good.

	
	

	
	



	Standard 3
	Students understand the structure and function of local, state, and national governments in the United States.


	Benchmarks
	3.1 Students will understand how the Constitution provides the framework for the federal system of government.

3.2 Students will know how power and responsibility are distributed, shared, and limited in the government established by the United States Constitution.

3.3 Students will explain how national, state, and local governments are organized and what they do.

3.4 Students will explain how laws are enacted in local, state, and national governments.

3.5 Students will distinguish among the different types of law and public policy and identify how they impact individuals.

3.6 Students will recognize that the American political process provides for choice and offers opportunities for participation.

	
	

	
	



	Standard 4
	Students understand the relationships of the United States to other nations and to world affairs.


	Benchmarks
	4.1 Students will know how the world is organized politically.

4.2 Students will know and understand the influence the United States has on other nations and how the actions of other nations influence the United States.
	
4.3 Students will know and understand the influence which non-governmental organizations may exercise on domestic and international issues and events.



	Standard 5

Benchmarks
	Students understand the roles of citizens.

5.1 Students will understand the meaning of citizenship in the United States.

5.2 Students will know the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

5.3 Students will know how to take part in civic life at the community, local, state, national, and international levels.
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