	CIVICS

Standard 1: Students understand the concept of government.




	Benchmarks:

1. Know what government is.
	
	Essential Knowledge and Skills: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

1.A.  distinguish between the legitimate use of authority and the exercise of power without authority;
1.B.  explain the function and hierarchy of the major American political institutions - Congress, the presidency, and the court system; and
1.C.  analyze, with reference to historical and contemporary examples, the implications of government actions for individuals and for society.


	2. Explain the purposes government serves.
	
	2.A.  evaluate the role(s) played by government in historical and contemporary events; and
2.B.  evaluate, take, and defend positions on the appropriate purposes of government.


	3. Know what civic life is.


4. Explain what politics is.

5. Know what a constitution is.

6. Know the essential characteristics of limited and unlimited government.
	
	3.A.  generate examples in which the actions of government have consequences for the individual and society.

4.A.  define and give examples of politics.

5.A.  give examples of how a constitution protects rights and promotes the common good.
5.B.  tell constitutions promote the principles of political systems and provide the basis for government.

6.A.  describe and evaluate how constitutions and the rule of law may limit government, protect individual rights, and promote the common good; and
6.B.  evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of limited and unlimited government.


	Vocabulary:
     
	
	Clarification:




	CIVICS

Standard 2: Students understand the fundamental principles and the democratic values basic to the United States constitutional republic.




	Benchmarks:

1. Know the central ideas of American constitutional
government, including popular sovereignty, written constitution,
higher law, and majority rule.



2. Recognize the distinctive characteristics of American
political culture.


3. Students will understand the shared values and principles basic to American constitutional representative democracy, including classical liberalism, classical republicanism, civic virtue and the common good.

	
	Essential Knowledge and Skills: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

1.A.  explain how the United States Constitution was used to establish our government and how it provides a continuing framework.
1.B.  explain how the Constitution provides for majority rule while also providing for the basic rights of the individual and the protection of the minority.
1.C.  evaluate the influence of John Locke and other political philosophers on the creation of the constitutional system of the United States.
1.D.  compare and contrast the Federalist and Anti-Federalist positions on ratification of the U.S. Constitution.

2.A.  explain the importance of Americans sharing and supporting common values, principles, and beliefs; 
2.B.  recognize that although Americans are diverse, they share values and beliefs.
2.C.  evaluate how social struggle has produced amendments, laws, and landmark decisions that have helped fulfill the promise of our Constitution 

3.A.  identify the major ideas about government from classical civilizations which influenced the development of the U.S. Constitution.
3.B.  compare and contrast republican government and democracy;
3.C.  evaluate, take, and defend positions on issues in which fundamental values and principles are, or seem to be, in conflict, using historical and contemporary examples.
3.D.  using historical and contemporary examples, evaluate, take, and defend positions on
issues concerning the disparities between American ideals and realities 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Vocabulary:
     



	
	Clarification:
2.C.   i.e. First Amendment cases like Tinker v. Des Moines Independent School District or Gideon v. Wainwright
3.C.  i.e. conflict between liberty and equality or between majority rule and protection of minority rights, or between individual rights and the common good
3.D.  i.e. “Is America the way we want it to be?” or “Would the Founding Fathers like the United States today?”




























	CIVICS

Standard 3: Students understand the structure and function of local, state, and national governments in the United States.




	Benchmarks:

3.1 Students will understand how the Constitution provides the framework for the federal system of government.


3.2 Students will know how power and responsibility are distributed, shared, and limited in the government established by the United States Constitution.

	
	Essential Knowledge and Skills: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

A. know that the United States Constitution limits the power of government by saying what it
can and cannot do.
B. recognize that powers are distributed among local, state, and national governments.
C. explain why states have their own constitutions and how the Colorado state
constitution relates to the U.S. Constitution.

A. explain how the design of the U.S. Constitution incorporates limitations intended to prevent
the abuse of power (for example, checks and balances and separation of powers); and
B. evaluate, take, and defend positions on issues involving the state and federal courts’
powers of judicial review.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Vocabulary:
     
	
	Clarification:
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	CIVICS

Standard 3: Students understand the structure and function of local, state, and national governments in the United States.




	Benchmarks:

3.3 Students will explain how national, state, and local governments are
organized and what they do.

3.4 Students will explain how laws are enacted in local, state, and
national governments.

	
	Essential Knowledge and Skills: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

A. describe the organization and major responsibilities of the national government.
B. identify their representatives to state and national legislatures and the heads of the
executive branches at the local, state, and national level.


A. explain the process by which a bill becomes law; and
B. (Not taught in this course)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Vocabulary:
     

	
	Clarification:















	CIVICS

Standard 3: Students understand the structure and function of local, state, and national governments in the United States.




	Benchmarks:

3.5 Students will distinguish among the different types of law and public policy and identify how they impact individuals.

3.6 Students will recognize that the American political process provides for choice and offers opportunities for participation.

	
	Essential Knowledge and Skills: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

A. identify the provisions of the Bill of Rights that protect accused persons;
B. explain how individual rights to life, liberty, and property are protected by constitutional, criminal, and civil law;
C. (Not taught in this course)
D. evaluate, take, and defend positions on current issues regarding judicial protection of individual rights.

A. analyze the contemporary role of political parties, associations, and groups in local, state, and national politics and in policy formation and implementation;
B. evaluate the electoral process and proposals for reform; and
C. evaluate, take, and defend positions about the role of media and public opinion in United States’ politics.

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Vocabulary:
     
	
	Clarification:














	CIVICS

Standard 4: Students understand the relationships of the United States to other nations and to world affairs.




	Benchmarks:

4.1 Students will know how the world is organized politically.



4.2 Students will know and understand the influence the United States has on other nations and how the actions of other nations influence the United States.

	
	Essential Knowledge and Skills: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

A. explain what foreign policy is and give examples of contemporary foreign policy
being carried out.
B. compare the organization of the government of the United States to governments of
other nations;

A. describe, using historical and contemporary examples, the influence abroad of American
ideas about rights and the influence of the ideas of others on the United States;
B. (Not taught in this course)
C. evaluate the effectiveness of solutions proposed by government to international problems.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Vocabulary:
     

	
	Clarification:












	CIVICS

Standard 4: Students understand the relationships of the United States to other nations and to world affairs.




	Benchmarks:

4.3 Students will know and understand the influence which non-governmental organizations may exercise on domestic and
international issues and events.


	
	Essential Knowledge and Skills: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

A. describe ways in which non-governmental agencies and organizations have sought to
help solve an international problem (for example, the Red Cross helping victims,
organizations of doctors and scientists, environmental groups).

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Vocabulary:
     

	
	Clarification:
















	CIVICS

Standard 5: Students understand the roles of citizens.




	Benchmarks:

5.1 Students will understand the meaning of citizenship in the United States.



5.2 Students will know the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.
	
	Essential Knowledge and Skills: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

A. explain the meaning of citizenship in the United States; and
B. evaluate, take, and defend positions on issues regarding the criteria for
naturalization (for example, the naturalization test).



A. identify and distinguish among the political rights and personal rights held by
citizens in the United States;
B. identify and evaluate issues involving conflicts between personal and civic rights, or
personal and civic responsibilities, and propose solutions;
C. evaluate, take, and defend positions on the importance of responsibilities of citizenship.
including voting and other forms of civic participation, to the individual and to society; and
D. discuss the importance of citizens’ self-governing behavior to American constitutional democracy.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	Vocabulary:
     

	
	Clarification:











	CIVICS

Standard 5: Students understand the roles of citizens.




	Benchmarks:

5.3 Students will know how to take part in civic life at the community, local, state, national, and international levels.
	
	Essential Knowledge and Skills: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

A. explain the procedures by which citizens can monitor, influence, and participate in the formation
and implementation of public policy (for example, registering to vote, voting, running for office, initiating a petition, writing letters, calling and/or interviewing officials).
B. describe various ways to exercise leadership in public affairs;

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Vocabulary:
     

	
	Clarification:
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